yovedplo Tng CWU

¥

YuvédSpio Tng —EWU

"We are
right, we have
the power and
the day will be
ours,” vowed
Greek postal
workers” union
leader Georgios Vasilopoulos in a rousing
speech to conference this morning.

Greece has been hit harder than any other
European state by the current international
financial crisis which has, Mr Vasilopoulos
said: “Shattered” his country.

Unemployment has soared from 7.7 per
centin 2008 to 21 per cent at the end of last
year, figures which rise to a shocking 50 per
cent among people under 24.

“These are the highest rates in our history,”
he pointed out, adding that the shrinking of
the economy - a 16 per cent GDP fall since
2008 - was also unprecedented.

And the harsh austerity measures imposed
by the leaders of the EU “and consented
to by our kamikaze government” have re-
sulted in some extraordinary attacks on
rights at work, including a 22 per cent cut
in the national minimum wage - cut by 32
per cent for under 25s - along with a host
of imposed salary cuts and removal of job
security measures that have been in place
for many years.

And on top of that, the Greek postal work-
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ers are now faced with the privatisation of
the nation’s postal service.

“But despite all the huge difficulties, we
have kept our power,” Mr Vasilopoulos con-
tinued, “and we're mobilising our mem-
bers.

“We are right, we have the members on
our side, we have the power and the day
will be ours,” he vowed.

CWU UK supports Greek workers &
demands Post stays public.

The CWU UK conference heard from Greek
workers how “austerity” is destroying their
jobs & CWU'’s Billy Hayes demanded that
post businesses remain public

The CWU UK conference being held
in Bournemouth, heard an impassioned
speech from the President of the Greek
postal Workers Union, Georgios Vasilopou-
los, about how the austerity measures in
Greece are destroying the jobs of Greek
workers. He told the conference that col-
lective contracts had been destroyed and
wages and conditions reduced without
agreement with workers and without nego-
tiations. He said “social dialogue is dead”!

Wages for many postal workers had been
arbitrarily cutbyup to 50% and properly nego-
tiated and agreed conditions of work slashed
and taken away without any negotiations.
He said thousands of jobs had been just
taken away over night, unemployment was



at totally un-sustainable levels of nearly 25%
and the non-democratic Government of
Greece had made decisions affecting work-
ers without any consultation and not in
accordance with the Greek Labour Laws.

He said workers were paying the price for
the bankers and Government's mistakes
and Greece was paying the price for joining
the Euro when the economy just was
not ready for such a move.

He urged conference to join with
Greek workers in opposing austerity
measures being imposed in Europe
and to demand that any changes
affecting workers be properly negoti-
ated and that Governments and the
EU Commission stop making workers
take on an unfair burden in the eco-
nomic restructuring taking place in
Europe.

Billy Hayes, CWU General Secretary,
in his address to conference spoke of
the need for workers to join together
in opposing arbitrary changes to their prop-
erly negotiated collective contracts and
to oppose the austerity measures being
imposed on workers throughout Europe. He
also called on the UK Government to halt
their plans top privatise the Post Office and
to keep the post public. He said the only
way to guarantee a viable universal postal
service was to give Royal Mail the freedom
to operate as a public service and to keep
the Post Office as a community asset.

Billy also urged the delegates to move out
of their comfort zones and to reach out to
all workers in the communications industry to
organise them in membership of the CWU.

He went on further to give details of his
vision for the next twelve months and the
work plan he saw for the CWU and in his

newly elected position of World President of
UNI Post & Logistics Global Union.

The Conference has also has taken sev-
eral important steps to restructure the unions
organising activities by putting more empha-
sis on each sector (Post and Telecom) taking
more responsibility for organising the workers
in their part of the industry.

Ka®nAcwrTikn ouiAia amo rov

Mpoedpo Tng Ouoomovéiag
Epyalouévav ora EAAnvika

Taxvépoyucia

“Exovue 6&ikio, €xooue tnVv Sbvaun Kai
Oa viknoovpe”, SNAwoe o [Mpoedpog TOL
oLVEIKATOL TWV gpyalopEvV OTa EAANVIKG
Taxudpoueia Mewpyiog BAcIAOTTOLAOG O¢ pia
KABNAWTIKA OPIAIQ OTO GLVESPIO TOL AYYAIKOL
OULVSIKATOL €PYALOUEVWY OTIC ETTIKOIVGVIEG
CWU.

H EANGSa éxel TTANyel TepIococoTepo ammo
OTTOIOOATTOTE AANO ELPWTTIAIKO KOATOG ATTO
TNV TpéxoLoa 8IEBVA OIKOVOUIKN Keion N
oTT0Ia £XEl, OTTWG SNAWOCE O K. BACIAOTTOLAOG,
“KaTappPaAKoEl” TNV XWEA TOU.
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H avepyia avénbnke ammo 7,7 % 10 2008 o¢ 21
% OTO TEAOG TOL TTEQATEVOL £TOLG, TTOCOOTA
oL avfavovTal o€ £va CLYKAOVIOTIKO 50 %
METAEL TV ATOUWY KATW TWV 24 ETWV.

“ALTAd gival Ta LYPNAOTEPA TTOCOOTA OTNV
IoTopia pag”, TOvioe, MPOCOETOVTAG OTI N
oLPPIKVWON TNG OIKOVOWIAG - 16 TOIG EKATO
TTcoon Touv AEM ammod 1o 2008 - cival emiong
TTPWTOPAVNG.

TAOKANPAUETOANTOTNTAGTIOL ETTIBAAAOVTAI
ato TOLG NYETEC TNG E. E. kKAl epappuolovTal he
IO KLPREOVNON KAUIKATI EXOLY WG ATTOTEAEC A
AVNAEEIC ETMIBECEIGC OTA SIKAIOUATA OTNV
epyaoia, ocvumepIAappPavopévey TNG KaTta
22 % PEIONG TOL KATWTATOL EOVIKOL PICOOL
KAl TNG peiwong katd 32 % yia epyalopévous
KOT® Twv 25 €Ty, padi pye &va TANBoG
EMRAAOUEVRV TTEQIKOTIWV HICOWV KAl JE
KATAOTEATAYNON TWV HETPWY ACPAAEIQG
TTOL £XOLV BeOTTIOTE €6 KAl TTOAAG XPOVIa.

Kai rave arm’ OAa, ol EAANveG epyalouevol
oTa Taxvdpouecia  Ppiokovial  TWPEA
QVTILETWTTONI e TNV ISIWTIKOTIOINON  TWV
TAXLEPOUIKWV LTTNEECIWV TNG XWETGC.

“AAAG TTap’ OAES TIG TEPAOTIEG SLOKOAIEG,
éxooue Siarnpnoe tnv Sdvaun pag”, eime
O K. BaoiAomovAog Kkal ovuvvéxioe” kai
KIVNTOITOIOVME TA YEAN pag”.

“Exouue Sikio, éxovpe Toug gpyalouévoug
HE TO UEPOG HAG, €XOovHE TNV Svvaun Kai
Ba viknoovpe,” Se0UELTNKE KAEIVOVTAG TNV
OUIAIa TOL.

To AyYYAKO Yuvéikato epyalopévay OTIC
emkoivevieg CWU otnpilel Toug 'EAANVEG
epyalouevoLs Kal araltei To Taxudpoueio va
SlaTnpnoel To SNUOCIO XAPAKTAPA TOL.

YTO YLVESPIO TOL AYYAIKOU XLVSIKATOUL
akoLOoTNKe Ao EAANVES £pyAlOUEVOLG TTWG
N NITOTNTA KATACTEEPEI TNV £QYATIA TOLG KAl
o Billy Hayes, levikodg lNoapuatéag tTng CWU
aTTaiTNOE Ol TAXLOPOWIKES ETTIXEIONTEIS VA
TTAPAuEIVOLY SNUOOIEG.

To Yuvédpio TnG CWU oTto Bournemouth
EYIVE ATTOSEKTNG MIAG YEUATN TTABOG OUINIAG
amo Tov Nwpyo BacihomovAo, Mpoedpo
TOL YLVSIKATOL Epyalopévav ota EAANVIKG
Taxudpoueia, OXETKA Pe TO TTWC TA UETPA
ANITOTNTAG OTnNV EAAGSO KATAOTPEPOULY TIG
SOLAEIEC TV EAAN VGV epyaloUEVV. AVEPEQE
OTO XLVESPIO OTI Ol TLANOYIKEG XLPPAOCEIS
EXOLV KATACTPAPEI, OI JICOOI UEIONKAV KAl Ol
OLVONKEG EPYaTiag emEEIVEBNKAV XWPEIG TN
OLUPWVN YVOUN TV EQYALOUEVWY KAl XWPIG
Siammpaypartevoelg.  Eite  xapaktnpioTika:
«O koIV@VIKOC Siahoyog éxel mreBavelly. Ol
MIoB0oI yia TTOANOULG epyalOpeEVOLG OTOV
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TaxLSPOUIKO TOUEQ TTEQIKOTINKAY ALBaipeTa
€C KAI50% Kal olKaTOTTIV SIATTPAYUATELTEDY
KAl OLUPWVIV OCLVONKESG €PYAOIAG
KATAPPAKWONKAV KAl apaipeédnKav XwWPIg
Kapia dlamrpayudrevon.

Tovioce OTl xINAdeg 6Oéoec  gpyaoiag
APAIPEONKAY €V Wia VOKTI, N avepyia EpTaoe
OTA PN AVekTa Opla 1oL 25% KAl N N
Anuokpartikn Kopepvnon tng EANGSAG TThpe
ATTOPACEISTTOLTTANTTOLY TOLG EQYALOPEVOLG
XWPEIC Kapia SIaRoLAELON KAl XWPEIC AVTEG
va gival oOPPWVES PE TO EAANVIKO EpyaTikd
Aikaio. Eitre o011 o1 gpyalOuevol TTANPVOLY
TO TiUNUQA YIa TOLG TPATECITEG KAl TA AQBN
NG Kupépvnong kal n EANGSa TAnp@vel To
TiUNUA TNG €I0080L TNG OTO €LPW, COE WIA
TTEPIOSO TTOL N OIKovouia &ev NTAV AKOUN
ETOIUN YIO WIA TETOIA Kivnon.

MEotTpEWE TO XLVESPIO VA EVAWOOLV TIG
SLVAUEIG TOLG PE TOLG EANNVES EpyalOpEVOLG
KAl va avTiTeBoLy OTA WETPA AITOTNTAG TTOL
emMPAANOVTal OTNY ELPXTIN eV TALTOXPOVA
va armaITooLV  OTToIECSNTIOTE  AAAAYEQ
APOPOLY £pYAlOPEVOLS VA YivOoVTal KATOTTIV
0pBNG Slatmrpayuatevbong kal ol KuPepvnoeig
Kal N EvpoTtaikr) ETTOOT) VO OTAPATACOLY
va avaykalovv Toug epyaloOPEvoLs va
avalaupavouy TNV aBEeuiTn empPapvvon
yla TNV OIKOVOUIKA avadidpbpwaon TTou
ouvTeAeiTal oTNV EvpoTn.

O Billy Hayes, TevikOg FpAuuaTtéas NG
CWU oTtnVv Tpoopwvnor ToL OTO YLVESPIO
WiANce vyia TNV avaykn ol gpyalouevol
va &vOooLVv TIG SLVAPEIC TOLG KAl VA
avTITaxBoLV OTIGC ALOAIPETEC PETAROAEG TRV
0POBWC SIATTPAYUATELUEVWY  LLUAAOYIKWDV
YupuPAcEwY KAl va evaviiwBboLv OoTa
METOA AITOTNTAG TTOL ETMRAAAOVTAI OTOLG
epyalopevoug o€ OAOKANPN TNV ELPTN.
KaAeoe emiong Tnv KuPBepvnon Tov Hvpévou
BaoiAciov va otapaTthoel Ta oxedid TG yia

Billy Hayes with Georgios Vasilopoulos

TNV 181ITIKOTTOINON TOL TaxLSpouEioL Kal
va Silatnpnoel Tov SNUOCIo XAPAKTAEA
TOL. TOVIoE TTWG O HOVAdKOC TPOTTIOG
va eEaopalioTel pIa PIQOCIUN  KABOAIKKN
TAXLSPOWIKA LTNEEoIia  cival va SoBki
ota Bpertavikd Taxudpopecia (Royal Mail)
n eAevBepia va AeiTovpyei cav Snuocia
LTTNPECIa Kal va diaTnenBei To Taxudpoueio
oaV KOIVOTIKO TTERPIOLOIAKO OTOIXEIO.

O Billy Hayes kGAeo€ eTTIONC TOLG CLVESPOLG
va KIvnNBoLV £€w aTto TIC AVETEIC TOLG KAl VA
TTPOCEYYIOOLV OAOLG TOLG E€PYALOUEVOLG
OTOV TOUEQ TGV ETTIKOIVGVIWV e OKOTTO va
TOLG EVTAEOLY WG PEAN TNS CWU.

Kal mpoxmpnoe SivovTag AETITOUEQREIEG TOL
OPAPATOC TOL YIA TOLG ETMOPEVOLS Swdeka
UNVEC KAl TO OXESIO €QPYAOIV AVAPOPIKa
ue TNV CWU KaBwG Kal JE TNV VEOEKAEYEICT
B¢on ToL WG MNMaykodouios MNpodedpos TNG Uni
Post & Logistics Global Union.

ITO XILVESPIO Eylvav ETTioONG ONUAVTIKA
BAuaATa  yia Tnv avadlidpbpwon NG
opyavwong SpaCTNPIOTATWY TV
oLVOIKATWY SivovTag HEYOALTEQN EuPaon
o€ KABe Topea EexwploTa (Taxudpoueio Kal
TnAetTKOIVGOViEG), AQUPAvVOVTAG PEYAALTEQN
MEQIUVA YIA TNV OPYAVON TWYV £0YACOUEVRV
OTOV KAGS0 TOLG.
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O1'EAAnveg epyalopevol
meipaparolwa tng Evpamng!

LTd ToVIoE, ueTad AAAwv, o Oliver Roethig,
Fevikdég Fpapparéag 1ng UNI EUROPA, o

ovokeyn oTig 29/02/2012 otnv A6nva,
e apoppn TV HMEPA EYPQMAIKHE APAIHI TON
IYNAIKATQN.

ITn  OLOKEWN ALTH, TIOL EAAPaAvV  PEPOG
avTimpoowTeieg TNG MEE kal Teov Ouootovsiay,
emPePaIONKe NOEANCN YIA OTEVOTEON CLVEQLYATIA
TV ELPWTTAIKGOV LLVOIKATWY, EVAVTIA OTIGTTONITIKEG
ANTOTNTAC KAl KATAOTEATAYNONG  SIKAIWUATWY,
1.1.E., evavTia OTIC TTOAITIKEG TTOL YEVVOLYV avepyia
KAl PTOXEIQ.

ITNV TOTTOBETNOT TOL, O TPOESPoSG TN MOXT
MNopyog BaolAdTTOLAOG, avagépBnke oTnv
OIKOVOLIKI KQION KAl OTIG AVTEQYATIKEG TTONITIKEC
TTOL TIAATTOLY  €pyalOUEVOLS KAl  CLVSIKATO.
‘Ocov apopd oTov TaxLspouikd KAAS0, avilvoe
TIc B¢oeig T MOLT avapopikd Pe TNV KATAoTACN
o1a EATA, TIC POPPAPEC TEPIKOTIEG MICOWY Kal
TNV E€mMXEIPOoLUEVN KATaoTpatnynon Ttwv L.I.E.
Kal 18ITIKOTTOINCEWY. TOVIoE TNV avaykalidtnta
TEPAITEPE  KOIVAG Spdong pe Tnv  UNI kal
LTTEVOLUIoE TOV KoIvO ayava UNI kar NMOIT otnv
TTaPATACN TNG ATTEAELBEPWONG TNG TAXLESPOMIKAC
ayopdg otnv EAAaSQ.

YTa TTAQICIa €TTIONG TNG AAANAEYYLNG TTPOG TOL
'EAANVEG epyalOPEVOLC KAl TNG KOIVAG §pAoNng TV
EupwmTaik@y ZUVOIKATWY, TTPAYUATOTTIOINONKE OTIG
20/03/2012 ocuvAvTNoN TOL EKTTPOCWTTOL ToL CWU
Emmanuel de Lange kai Tou Mpoédpou Tng MNOXT
MNopyouv BaoiAdmmovAov ota ypageia Tng MNOXT. O
K. de Lange evnuépwoe Tov MNpodedpo TN MNOIT yia
TIC CLVAVTACEIG TTOL €iXE O IB1I0G KAI AVTITTIOOCWTTEIC
ToL EpyaTtikob Koupatog AyyANiag pe TTONTIKG
KOUUATA, POPEIC KAl KIVAUATA oTnY ABrva Kal TIg
KOIVEG Spdoeig TToL Ba avaAneBoLV.

YTAp&av KOIVEG SIATTIOTWOEIC YIA TNV KATACTACN
1600 oTNY EANGST OC0 Kal oTNV AyyAid avagpopIkda
JE TNV OIKOVOWIKN KPIoN KAl TIC CLVETTEIEC YIA TOLG
epyalouevoug. EiSikdTepa yia Tov TaxLEPOUIKO
Touéa, n oTev ocvvepyaocia Tov CWU kal TnNG
MNOXT 6a cuvexIoTel, AVTIUETOTCOVTAG TNV Kpion
ToL TayxvdpouikoL Touéa pe KoIvVEG Spdoelg oTa
mTAciocla Tng UNI.
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